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The integration of social media platforms, particularly Facebook, into
Indonesian language learning represents a significant pedagogical shift in the
digital era. This article explores the potential of Facebook as a learning
medium that incorporates values of love and ecology within the Indonesian
language curriculum. As digital communities continue to expand, educational
paradigms must adapt to harness these platforms for meaningful learning
experiences. This study examines how Facebook can facilitate collaborative
learning, promote environmental awareness, and foster affective
engagement among students. The reorientation of curriculum to include
digital platforms like Facebook requires careful consideration of pedagogical
frameworks that balance technological innovation with humanistic and
ecological values. By integrating love-based pedagogy and ecological
consciousness into Facebook-mediated language learning, educators can
create transformative learning experiences that prepare students for active
participation in digital society while maintaining cultural and environmental
sensitivity. This approach offers new possibilities for Indonesian language
education in contemporary contexts.
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INTRODUCTION
The rapid advancement of digital technology has fundamentally transformed

educational landscapes across the globe, creating unprecedented opportunities for
innovative pedagogical approaches. In Indonesia, where internet penetration has reached
significant levels, social media platforms have become integral to daily communication,
particularly among young people (Nasrullah et al., 2020). Facebook, despite the emergence
of newer platforms, remains one of the most widely used social media applications in
Indonesia, with millions of active users engaging in various forms of communication and
content sharing daily. This widespread adoption presents unique opportunities for educators
to leverage familiar digital spaces for language learning purposes.

The integration of social media into formal education has been supported by numerous
scholars who recognize the potential of these platforms to enhance student engagement and
facilitate collaborative learning. According to Manca and Ranieri (2016), social media
platforms offer affordances that align well with contemporary pedagogical theories,
including social constructivism and connectivism, which emphasize learning through
interaction and network building. Facebook, in particular, provides multiple features such as
groups, pages, live streaming, and multimedia sharing that can be strategically employed to
create rich language learning environments. These features enable students to practice
language skills in authentic, meaningful contexts while developing digital literacy
competencies essential for the 21st century.

However, the mere adoption of technology does not guarantee effective learning
outcomes; rather, the pedagogical framework guiding technology integration determines
educational success (Muhsyanur and Mustapha, 2023; Muhsyanur, 2024a). Freire's (2020)
critical pedagogy emphasizes that education should be an act of love and freedom, fostering
humanization and critical consciousness among learners. This perspective is particularly
relevant when considering how digital platforms can be used not merely as content delivery
systems but as spaces for transformative learning experiences. Indonesian language
education, rooted in rich cultural traditions and values, must maintain its essence while
adapting to digital modalities, ensuring that technology serves to enhance rather than
diminish the humanistic dimensions of learning.

The concept of love-based pedagogy has gained renewed attention in recent years as
educators seek to address the emotional and relational aspects of learning (Muhsyanur,
2024b; Santalia et al,, 2025). hooks (2020) argues that love as a foundation for education
creates spaces where students feel valued, respected, and empowered to engage deeply with
learning materials. When applied to digital learning environments like Facebook, love-based
pedagogy manifests through caring teacher presence, supportive peer interactions, and
curriculum design that honors students' lived experiences and cultural identities. For
Indonesian language learning, this approach can help students develop not only linguistic
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competence but also appreciation for the cultural richness and diversity embedded within
the language.

Simultaneously, the ecological crisis facing our planet demands that education systems
integrate environmental consciousness into all aspects of curriculum (Muhsyanur, Inne
Pelangi, 2021). Capra and Luisi (2014) advocate for ecoliteracy as an essential component of
contemporary education, arguing that students must develop understanding of ecological
principles and their interconnections with human systems. Indonesian language education,
when infused with ecological awareness, can help students articulate environmental
concerns, engage in sustainability discourse, and develop the linguistic tools needed for
environmental advocacy. Facebook's capacity for community building and information
dissemination makes it a potentially powerful platform for fostering ecological
consciousness among language learners.

The convergence of digital technology, love-based pedagogy, and ecological education
creates a unique opportunity for curriculum reorientation in Indonesian language teaching
(Muhsyanur, 2025). Mishra and Koehler (2006) emphasize that effective technology
integration requires careful consideration of the relationships between content, pedagogy,
and technology—a framework known as Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge
(TPACK). Applying this framework to Indonesian language education in the context of
Facebook requires thoughtful planning that ensures technological features support
pedagogical goals while delivering meaningful content that reflects both humanistic and
ecological values. This article explores how such integration can be achieved, offering
insights for educators seeking to reimagine Indonesian language curriculum for the digital
age.

DISCUSSIONS
Facebook as a Collaborative Learning Space for Indonesian Language

Facebook's inherent social nature makes it particularly suitable for collaborative
language learning, where interaction and communication are central to skill development.
The platform's group feature allows educators to create dedicated learning communities
where students can engage in discussions, share resources, and collaborate on projects in
Indonesian language (Muhsyanur et al., 2021). According to Rasiah (2014), Facebook groups
facilitate peer-to-peer learning by creating informal spaces where students feel comfortable
experimenting with language, making mistakes, and receiving feedback from both teachers
and peers. This collaborative environment aligns with sociocultural theories of language
learning that emphasize the importance of social interaction in cognitive development.
Students can practice writing skills through posts and comments, develop reading
comprehension by engaging with diverse texts shared by classmates, and even practice
speaking through video features or voice messages (Muhsyanur, 2020).
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The affordances of Facebook extend beyond simple text-based communication to
include multimedia sharing, which enriches language learning experiences. Students can
share photographs, videos, and audio recordings that demonstrate their understanding of
Indonesian language and culture, creating multimodal texts that reflect contemporary
communication practices (Godwin-Jones, 2018). For instance, students might create video
presentations about Indonesian literature, share photographs with captions describing local
ecological features using descriptive Indonesian prose, or collaborate on digital storytelling
projects that incorporate traditional narratives with modern environmental themes. These
activities not only develop language proficiency but also digital literacy skills essential for
navigating contemporary media landscapes. Furthermore, the public or semi-public nature
of Facebook posts encourages students to produce higher-quality work, knowing their efforts
will be viewed by authentic audiences beyond just the teacher.

Integrating Love-Based Pedagogy in Digital Language Learning

The implementation of love-based pedagogy within Facebook-mediated Indonesian
language learning requires intentional design that prioritizes students' emotional well-being
and cultural identities. hooks (2020) asserts that love in education is not sentimental but
rather a practice of care, respect, and commitment to student growth and liberation. In the
digital context, this manifests through teachers' consistent presence in online spaces,
providing encouraging feedback, celebrating student achievements, and creating classroom
cultures where vulnerability and risk-taking are supported (Muhsyanur et.al, 2025b, 2025a).
When students share their written work or engage in discussions about Indonesian culture
and values on Facebook, teachers practicing love-based pedagogy respond with affirmation
of effort, constructive guidance, and recognition of individual progress. This approach helps
counteract the potential isolation and anxiety that can accompany digital learning, fostering
instead a sense of belonging and community.

Moreover, love-based pedagogy in Indonesian language education involves centering
students' lived experiences and cultural backgrounds as valuable knowledge sources. Darder
(2017) emphasizes that critical pedagogy rooted in love honors students' cultural identities
while supporting their critical engagement with social realities. Facebook provides unique
opportunities for students to share their own stories, family traditions, local dialects, and
community practices in Indonesian language, creating curriculum content that emerges from
students' lives rather than being imposed externally (Muhsyanur et al., 2022). For example,
students might interview family members about traditional ecological knowledge, share
these narratives on the class Facebook group, and engage in discussions comparing various
regional perspectives on environmental stewardship. Such activities validate students’
cultural heritage while developing academic language skills and fostering appreciation for
Indonesia's rich linguistic and cultural diversity (Muhsyanur et.al, 2025a).
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Ecological Consciousness through Digital Indonesian Language Learning

Integrating ecological education into Indonesian language learning via Facebook
creates opportunities for students to develop environmental literacy while enhancing
linguistic competencies. Capra and Luisi (2014) argue that understanding ecological
principles—such as interdependence, diversity, cycles, and resilience—is essential for
addressing contemporary environmental challenges. Facebook can serve as a platform for
students to explore these concepts through Indonesian language by engaging with
environmental content, participating in virtual eco-activism, and documenting local
environmental conditions. Students might join or create Facebook pages dedicated to
environmental issues in Indonesia, follow conservation organizations, and analyze how
environmental discourse is constructed in Indonesian language across different media
sources. These activities develop critical reading skills while building specialized vocabulary
related to ecology and sustainability (Muhsyanur Muhsyanur, 2023).

Furthermore, Facebook's networked nature allows students to connect their classroom
learning with broader environmental movements and communities of practice. Wals (2011)
emphasizes that transformative environmental learning occurs when students engage with
real-world sustainability challenges through authentic participation in communities.
Through Facebook, Indonesian language students can interact with environmental activists,
researchers, and community leaders, exposing them to diverse perspectives on ecological
issues affecting Indonesia. Students might collaborate on projects documenting local
environmental changes, interviewing community members about traditional sustainable
practices, or creating awareness campaigns about plastic pollution, deforestation, or marine
conservation—all conducted in Indonesian language. These authentic communication tasks
not only develop advanced language skills but also empower students as environmental
advocates capable of contributing to sustainability efforts within their communities.

Curriculum Reorientation: Practical Strategies and Considerations

Reorienting Indonesian language curriculum to incorporate Facebook as a learning
medium requires systematic planning that addresses pedagogical, technical, and ethical
considerations. Mishra and Koehler (2006) and Ibrahim (2020) emphasize that successful
technology integration depends on teachers' ability to navigate the complex relationships
between technological, pedagogical, and content knowledge. Educators must first develop
their own digital competencies, understanding Facebook's features, privacy settings, and
potential risks before implementing it in teaching (M Muhsyanur, 2023). Professional
development programs should support teachers in designing learning activities that leverage
Facebook's affordances while maintaining focus on language learning objectives and values-
based education. Clear guidelines regarding digital citizenship, online safety, appropriate
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communication, and respect for diversity must be established and reinforced throughout the
learning process.

Implementation strategies should also consider equity issues and ensure that
Facebook-based learning activities complement rather than replace other instructional
approaches. Not all students may have equal access to internet connectivity or devices, and
some may have legitimate concerns about social media use (Greenhow & Askari, 2017).
Educators might adopt hybrid approaches where Facebook activities enhance but do not
constitute the entirety of learning experiences, provide alternative options for students
unable to participate online, and ensure that assessment practices recognize diverse forms
of engagement and achievement (Kartini and Muhsyanur, 2025; Muhsyanur Muhsyanur,
2023). Additionally, curriculum design should include regular reflection opportunities where
students examine their digital practices critically, considering how social media shapes
language use, identity formation, and community building. By thoughtfully integrating
Facebook into Indonesian language curriculum with attention to love-based pedagogy and
ecological consciousness, educators can create transformative learning experiences that
prepare students for meaningful participation in digital society while fostering humanistic
values and environmental responsibility.

CONCLUSION

The integration of Facebook as a learning medium for Indonesian language education,
grounded in principles of love and ecology, represents a meaningful curriculum reorientation
responsive to digital community realities. This approach harnesses the collaborative
affordances of social media while maintaining humanistic and environmental values
essential for holistic education. By creating digital learning spaces characterized by care,
respect, and ecological consciousness, educators can facilitate authentic language
development that extends beyond mere linguistic competence to include critical thinking,
cultural appreciation, and environmental advocacy. The successful implementation of this
pedagogical approach requires careful planning, ongoing professional development, and
commitment to equity and inclusion. As Indonesian language education evolves in the digital
era, Facebook and similar platforms offer promising opportunities to engage students in
transformative learning experiences that honor cultural heritage, foster community
connections, and prepare them for active citizenship in addressing contemporary ecological
challenges through effective communication and collaboration.
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